. anne tren “cy — a oO Saar, We? - r 
Februanyi6; 2003 @ Volume 720, \Ilssue 77 « |Redeemer’s Student Voice 


| PER/LH/3/.C76 


4 


C 


‘ 


ROWN 


3 Winter Retreat: 


St REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LIBRARY 


REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 


BY KATHLEEN SEAGRAM 


Services 
wonderful job 
planning this years action packed, 
spirit-lead _Winter.,Retreat, It..all 
started Friday’ at five. We met, 
packed buses and bum pity bump 
bump, bum pity bump bump on the 


The Spiritual and 


Committee did a 


buses we went. 

Friday night began with worship 
and a photo hunt. Seventy-five 
percent of the pictures had to be 
done the dark. The 
pictures included an outside winter 
night, a Lord of the 
Rings scene, and boys sun bathing 


outside in 


wedding at 
in the snow under a ‘street lamp.’ 
Hopefully the pictures turned out 
after all, no 


one there had any 


BY WES ZANTINGH AND 
ERIN ENSING 


What are you doing on Valentine’s 
Day? Perhaps you're going to spend 
time your sweetheart, 
pass out a few valentines, or maybe 


some with 
this day is onlyas important to you 
Day is. 

February 


as Groundhog 
On Friday, 14, a lucky 


group of 18 students gets to go to 


Port Gibson, in (hopefully) warm 
and sunny Mississippi. This is 
an annual mission trip that sends 
Redeemer students south of the 


border over the reading break. 

Harry and Judy Benjamins are 
the week, Harry 
the carpentry expert, and Judy 
the bus driver. Of course, like she 
does every year, Christa Hesselink is 


our leaders for 


being 


> 


jumping on the bus as well, 

Each student is involved in one 
of six gift groups. These gift groups 
involve either planning devotions for 
the week, cooking meals, organizing, 
a scrapbook, preparing a video or 
writing this article. Look for another 
article after we return telling you 
how it went down south, 

We will arrive at Port Gibson on 
the Saturday after a long 24-hour 
bus ride. On Sunday we will be 
participating in a Methodist Church 
service and will do some touring of 
the countryside. Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday Friday work 
days in which we will be roofing, 
painting, and = doing 
anything else that the people from 
Christian Volunteer Services (the 
people we're working for) will be 


and are 


cleaning, 


asking us to do. 

On the Wednesday, we will be 
sight-seeing in New Orleans for the 
day and tasting what Christa calls the 


Nothing but smiles from the Winter Retreat participants 


excuse for not knowiiihow to 
use a disposable « nei Thanks 
Amanda! Saturda, th@sgun shone 
and the wind blew onde played: 
Snow Footfall, Sno bcecer, the 
ithe! -F Sigyvith os 


Climb.through 
touching ther pari urck” Gane 
and Ultimate Freezbge. ‘A nice mix 
of fast and slow paced activities 
after which we retired to Centre Hall 
for Hot chocolate amd cookies. Later 
some people skated sat, or walked 
on the frozen pondy 

The speaker f@F the weekend 
was Jamie Mundayga friend of Mark 
Sinke and Adrian Been. lor the past 
seven years Jamié has worked for 
a division of Campus Crusade for 
Christ called Athletes in Action. He 
graduated from Trimity Western and 


Our Mississippi Mission 


best food in the City: a caf ole with 
a beignet. The tip home begins 
Friday afternoon and we hope to be 
back on Saturday afternoon, 

We asked several students some 
questions about last year’s trip. 
When asked about the bus ride 
there and back, OMe answered that 
it was long and f@rturous, but that 
it was a good opportunity to get to 
know the other people on the trip. 
When we asked another student 
how she liked thé southern cuisine, 
her only comment was that it was 
“interesting.” 

More students appreciated the 
fact that they wefe able to talk with 
children in Mississippi, as there 
wasn't the langiaye barrier that is 
part of many Other missions trips. 
Overall, the students who went last 
year found that the trip was a really 
good way to meet new people from 
all different yeats at Redeemer, and 
to see people take on different roles, 
like leadership, All of us who are 
going this yeat are hoping to go 
with open minds and awillingness 
to learn more ourselves, 
God, and the others on the trip. 
We would like to ask the school to 
pray for the situation between the 
U.S. and Iraq, a8 war is a concern 
for travelers and citizens of the U.S. 
We would also like to ask the school 
to pray for a positive response from 
all those we will be helping and 
interacting with in Mississippi, and 
that as a group we may reflect a 
Christian attitude. We would also 
ask you to pray for safe traveling. 
Look for the students that are a little 
tanned (hopefully) after the reading 
break, and ask us how it was. 


about 


-_ 


yulnerab 


wl 


is now working as the head of the 
Campus Crusade program at the 
University of British Columbia. 
Jamie incorporated a lot of stories 
into each session: funny stories, 
Stories, convicting 
sicoies. ile Jamie was at Trinity” 
Western a Pastor there told Jamie 
and his classmates a story about two 
dogs. A dog was piling up rocks on 
the freeway and another dog asked 
what he was doing. The first dog 
replied, “I have to have something 
to hold up this sign.” “What does 
the sign say?” asked the second 
dog. “Look out for rocks.” Jamie 
was challenged by this story to 
look at what he was spending his 
time doing, what his focus was and 
what he had made his life’s purpose. 


More Than A Good Time 


da 
a 


SARA-BETH FAVA 


Evaluating our focus involves letting 
go of things in our lives that are 
not God's purpose for us. This is 
important for keeping pace with 
God. Jamie used the analogy of 

his mom’s dog. Sometimes 


Ban a ns dics 


after something and ends up choking 


itself and other times the dog drags” 
behind distracted by a patch urine- 


smelling grass. Are we in step with 
the Master? Are we racing ahead with 
our own dreams and plans? Are we 
being slowed down, dwelling on sin, 
past or present? Jamie talked about 
the Holy Spirit being a searchlight 
on our hearts and how we are 
unable to hide anything from God. 
He challenged us to let God search 


our hearts in order for us to answer 
Winter Retreat Continued on Page 3. 


Coffee House Hits All the Right Notes 


BY BRIANNA HAMMER 


Redeemer’s first Coffee House 
of 2003 started the new semester 
off on a fun note. Hosted by the 
charismatic Rachel Epps and 
Audrey Fawcett, this musical 
evening made the most of audience 
participation and all had a great 
time, The crowd was able to enjoy 
the musical styles of Redeemer’s 
most talented and creative, as well 
as the fun and games presented by 
the hostesses. 

The night commenced with 
a beautiful and powerful piano 
solo performed by Michael Trolly. 
Singing two songs, his voice was 
strong and uplifting. As always, 
Mike was a welcome addition to 
Coffee House, 

Next up were Rich Oosterhoff, 
Lisa Vanderwoude, and _ Ben 
Goheen with an 
number, Their version of the 
classic “The Cat Came Back” 
was fun and engaging. The 
audience sang along to the well- 
known song, while the addition 
of the piano, guitar, and cello 
was a pleasing element in their 
rendition. 

Ken Mercer, Jordan Hall, 
Dave De Smit and Mark 
Benschop graced the Redeemer 
limelight with their take on 
“Earl” by the Dixie Chicks, which 
was immediately recognized by 
the audience and appeared to 
be a favourite. “She Hates Me” 
by Puddle of Mudd was also 
performed. Many in the crowd 
recognized these popular songs 
as they were well played and 
well appreciated, 


entertaining __ 


Jason Legg put in an appearance 
with a guitar solo, dedicating his 
two songs to those close to him. His 
soulful voice and talented playing 
captivated everyone-perhaps our 
gracious co-hostess Rachel Epps 
most of all! 

Another highlight of the evening 
included a performance by Steve 
Green, Mark Sinke, and Dave De 
Smit, who also happened to be 
introduced as three eligible men 
on campus. Presenting the song 
“Cumbersome” by Seven Mary 
Three, the guys showcased their 
musical gifts and sounded incredible. 
Mark should also be commended for 
an excellent performance, despite a 
shoulder injury incurred earlier in 
the week. 

Last but certainly not least, a 
familiar quartet took the stage in the 

Coffee Continued on Page 3 
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February 6, 2003 


by Brian 
vanOosten 


The expansion 
of the academic 
building will soon be 
underway. Recently 
announced is an event that will 
feature Dr. Cooper striking a 
mighty public blow against an 
unsuspecting piece of drywall 
somewhere near the Art Studios. 
This public event will set into 
motion the first stage of expansion 
for our overcrowded Academic 
Building. Soon the sounds of saws, 
hammers and heavy machinery will 
provide another healthy distraction 
from our drearier classes. 

This is all part of the effort 
- we are told - to brace against the 
onslaught of the “double cohort,” 
the double-dose of first year 
students next year brought to us 
by our illustrious former premier 


Mailbag: 


Dear Editor, 

I am writing regarding the 
Guest Editorial appearing in the 
latest issue of The Crown written 
by Mr. Brian VanDooren. I was 
saddened reading this article, and I 
choose to respond for two different 
reasons — both being attached to my 
role on Student Senate as chair of the 

Spiritual and Service Committee. 
First, I would like to clear up 
some misconceptions relayed by Mr. 
VanDooren regarding Redeemer’s 
Winter Retreat. I would disagree 
with a great deal of the paragraph 
written around the Winter Retreat 
and how Mr. VanDooren found it 
to be a vessel of ‘separation and 
exclusion.’ I assure you that yes, 
while it does cost 33% more for 
off-campus students to attend this 


Growing With Purpose 


EDITORIAL 
Harris. 

Due to this increase in the 
size of the student body, changes 
in class schedules have been 
necessitated. The students have 
recently been notified that a new 
block of classes will be added at the 
end of the day. This will, of course, 
inconvenience students and faculty 
alike. We have been assured that 
this is only an interim measure, and 
is certainly better than instituting 
Saturday classes. 

I am glad to hear that 
changes of this magnitude have 
been thought out very carefully 
and student concerns have been 
considered. However, it troubles me 
that no general student input was 
requested or allowed on this very 
weighty matter. 

While growth seems 
inevitable in order to accommodate 
a growing number of students and to 


retreat than it does for on-campus 
students, the extra ten dollars makes 
up for the cost of food the student 
will have consumed over the course 
of the weekend. 

Off-campus students do not pay 
into the food plan, which is directly 
where the Winter Retreat food 
comes from, and therefore were 
they not to be charged extra, all on- 
campus students would be paying 
for the off-campus students’ food 
for that weekend. Although this 
may seem like a nice gesture, there is 
no justice in this for the on-campus 
students who pay hard earned 
money for their food. Ten dollars 
for two breakfasts, two lunches, one 
supper and a whole whack of snacks 
I would claim to be very reasonable. 
This extra cost is in no way, shape, 
or form a ‘slap in the face...because 


expand our academic programs, any 
growth must be done in a responsible 
manner. An explosion in first year 
enrollment will have repercussions 
socially, academically and otherwise 
in our institution, and should be 
approached with due caution. 

My concern is not focused on 
increasing class rooms or the hiring 
of new professors. My concern 
is that growth cannot and should 
not be considered inevitable. Both 
students and administration must 
carefully consider the reasons for 
Redeemer to grow and structure 
that growth around these reasons. 
We should not let a demographic 
blip be the impetus for expansion 
and growth; change should come to 
accomplish a purpose. While we may 
feel compelled to turn away as few 
students as possible it may not be 
wise for us to do so. A massive influx 
of students is not a purpose; it is an 
accident. 


your rent payments don’t go to the 
school,’ it is simply a matter of people 
receiving food they have paid for 
and people paying for food they 
will receive. I am saddened that Mr. 
VanDooren experienced the sentiment 
that he was not wanted at the retreat. 
I feel that Senate did nothing to foster 
this emotion, and if somehow we did, 
I sincerely apologize. 

I am doubly saddened when I 
see that ‘community’ is what Mr. 
VanDooren was experiencing a 
deficit of and yet the Winter Retreat 
is — in my Opinion — one of the finest 
examples of Christian community 
Redeemer students may experience. 
It frustrates me that a_ potential 
manifestation of the exact thing 
Mr. VanDooren was looking for he 
misinformedly discarded as being 
somehow prejudiced against him. 


Secondly, I would like to 
encourage anyone who feels that 
they have not found community here 
at Redeemer to continue to actively 
seek out this potentially elusive 
phenomenon, In early October, 
every student received a pamphlet 
entitled “What's Happening at 
Redeemer?” and in this pamphlet, 
all of the clubs, groups, bible studies 
etc. at Redeemer were described and 
contact information was given for 
those seeking to get involved. 

Mr. VanDooren is quite correct in 
identifying the fact that Redeemer 
has different communities making up 
the larger community, and I think that 
getting plugged into ‘a’ community is 
as simple as finding something you 
like to do, and connecting with the 
club or group on campus concerning 
this particular passion of yours. 

If you have lost this pamphlet or 
are a new student, there are extra 
copies in the Student Senate office 
and one in the library. As Christian 
community is incredibly important 
and Redeemer is such a fertile place 
to foster and experience this, I pray 
everyone can find it somewhere. 
If you are earnestly seeking a 
‘community’ please take the initiative 
to find one and get involved in it. 
Perhaps there is something you are 
passionate about for which there is 
no club on-campus, in which case I 
encourage you to start one. 

My intention in writing this is 
to give options and ideas to those 
who feel they are missing out 
on experiencing community at 
Redeemer. It is true that on-campus 
community may be different and 
difficult to experience if you are a 
commuter, but I would like to remind 
students that community can be 
found in clubs, on school teams, in 
student politics and especially at 
the Winter Retreat. If you have any 
questions regarding this issue, feel 
free to chat with a member of the 
Spiritual and Service Committee. 

Sincerely, 

Christy Paterson 
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Marriages on the 
endangered list? 


The ACTS Master of Counselling program és fully professional, family 
systems oriented, and integrative. Check out our website, or contact our 
program director about how we can prepare you for the helping profession. 
Phone: 1-888-687-ACTS web: wuww.professionalchristiancounselling.ca 
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Standings mca 


Varsity Basketball 
A few weeks ago we saw a lot of 


’ ’ action take place with the Redeemer 
Men S Basketball Women S Basketball sports rik On January 11" the 
| = Team_=~=—s—s| Games| Won | Win % basketball teams started the week 
[Fanshawe Falcons | 


off on the right foot with back-to- 
back wins. The men took the court 
St. Clair Saints 
Niagra Knights — 


Loss 


first and defeated Algoma with 
confidence of a score 78-63. Vic led 
the team in scoring with 18 points, 
all coming in the second half. The 
women then matched up against 
the school from Sault Ste. Marie 
and made Redeemer proud with a 
convincing 69-29 victory. 

Later in the week, the men played 
the Lambton Lions but the Royals 
could not tame them. The loss puts 
the Royals with a record of 2-5 with 
5 games remaining in the season. 
The women’s team played the next 
night in an exhibition game here at 
Redeemer. The team was an affiliate 
college of U of T from Mississauga. 
The women looked strong from the 
get-go and all members of the team 
contributed in their own way in the 
victory. Congratulations on well 
played games Redeemer varsity 
basketball teams. 


Lambton Lions 
Sault Cougars 


bad bed — 
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S| @ 
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Matches | Won Loss 


Team 


Niagra Knights 
Fanshawe Falcons 
Redeemer Royals 
Redeemer Royals 
Nipissing Lakers 
Mohawk Mountaineers 
Canadore Panthers 
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Student Account 
Highlights 


FREE chequing account 
FREE savings account 
FREE Internet Banking 


FREE DUCA ATM 
Banking 


FREE Telephone Teller 
Banking 


FREE In-Branch Teller 
Service 


No Monthly Fees 
No Minimum Balance 
Interac’ Debit Cards 


No Fee DUCA 


Lines of Credit at Prime nesta 


Term Deposits (min, 
$500) 


Low Service Charges FREE Bonus Shares 


\ reginstered user of the marks 


OnLine Banking 


Burlington Branch 


Mount Royal Plaza 
2017 Mount Forest Drive 
(Off Brant, North of the QEW) ——e"—S#-—«SOrF anc j a1] S e rvi ces * Lines of Credit for up to $5,000 


Tel. (905) 315-7981 ‘ 4 secured by a guarantor at bank 
Website: www.duca.com your Credit Union! prime. Contact branch for info, 


Willowdale * Toronto * Rexdale Etobicoke * Scarborough * Brampton * Newmarket * Richmond Hill * Orangeville * Whitby * Bowmanville * Burlington 
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Reclaiming The Bodies with George Elliot Clarke 


BY BRETT ALAN DEWING 


George Elliot Clarke is one 
of Canada’s leading contemporary 
poets. Born in Windsor, Nova Scotia 
in 1960, he received his B.A. from 
the University of Waterloo, his M.A. 
from Dalhousie University, and his 
Ph.D. from Queen's University -- all 
in English. He has been honored 
with the Portia White Prize for 
Artistic Achievement, a Bellagio 
Center Fellowship, the Outstanding 
Writer in Film and_ Televsion 


Award, two honorary doctorates, 
and the Governor General's Award. 


George Eliot Clarke 


His poetry is studied in university 
English courses. Later this year, 
he will be the featured presenter 
at an academic conference of 
over 3,000 people. On Thursday, 
January 30th, he gave a reading 
at Redeemer University College. 


About 30 people attended. 

Before developing his 
unique African-Canadian voice, 
George Elliot Clarke (named 


with no knowledge of the 19th 
century novelist George Eliot) 
worked as a parliamentary aide, a 
newspaper editor, a social worker, 
and a_ legislative researcher. 
These diverse jobs each hold an 
obvious presence in his work and 
provided him with the knowledge 
of colloquial speech patterns 
upon which his poetry is based. 

While unflinchingly a poet, 
Clarke has taken his poetry into an 
impressive array of genres. Aside 
from anthologies of poetry (such as 
Blue), he has written a verse novel 
(Whylah Falls), verse plays (Execution 
Poems and Beatrice Chancy), a 
screenplay (One Heart Broken 
Into Song), and on opera libretto 
(Beatrice Chancy). He is currently 
working on his first prose novel 
(based on Execution Poems) and an 
epic called Hymns of the Fathers. 

Beatrice Chancy is a _ grim 
tragedy inspired by a play by 
Shelley. Clarke’s version is set 
against the backdrop of slavery 
in Nova Scotia. It was the first 


book-length work to deal with 
slavery in Canada, and its operatic 
version was the first Canadian 
opera broadcast on CBC in 30 years. 

At his reading at Redeemer, 
Clarke read 16 poems, eyes closed, 
broad-grinned, swaying constantly 
to the beat like a literary Ray 
Charles. Clarke's work distinguishes 
itself from that of many other 
contemporary poets by the very 
fact that there is a beat to which to 
sway. The jazz-inflected rhythms 
and colloquial ornamentation of his 
language overlay stories of murder 
and hatred, blood and betrayal. The 
resulting mix is almost transcendent 
while startingly naturalistic. As one 
critic aptly posits, it is “like choking 
on rose petals,” Clarkes describes 
this balance as “written in the 
space between Song of Solomon 
and Ecclesiastes,” alluding to the 
romance and beauty of the first book 
and the brutal reality of the second. 

Despite this interest in 
violent subject matter, Clarke is a 
surprisingly (almost unnaturally) 
jocund man. His smile is not only 
unceasing, it looks to be painful 
in its very size. His whole body 
moves when he talks -- and he 
talks a lot. Bristling over with 
anecdotes, history, literary theory, 
and a general joy of life, he hardly 
touched his supper in a laudable 
attempt at perpetual discussion. He 
is a man clearly enraptured with 
poetry. When asked which of his 


The Full Concert Experience 
With The Band Grand Theft Bus 


BY NATHAN DEJAGER 


Anticipation is a cold pack of matches 
waiting to be struck. Ice like ash was 
still caked to the bottom of my boots 
and the whip of winter's kiss was still 
stinging in my cheeks. Yet, the warm 
hum of econoline among the clicks and 
clacks of bar clatter was a tender thaw. 
Smoke signals from the forgotten few 
crept through the soft flickers of candles 
and orange light. These relegated relics 
exercised their vapor demons amid the 
dreadheads who mingled with derelicts 
and the pious with the passionate. 
Whispers hid in the shadows and 
laughter like a moth flocked to the light. 
And somehow conversation founds itself 
somewhere in between. As excitement 
escalated in my ears and in my eyes I 
was forced to smile at the mystery of my 
want, for the chill of my bones tingled in 
heated expectation.. 

An anxious crowd filled 
the Pepper Jack Cafe on Wednesday 
January the 22™ , awaiting the 
acclaimed performance of Grand 
Theft Bus and The Jimmy Swift 
Band. The anxiety of the fairly 
large crowd that assembled in the 
cavern-like ambience of this cafe, 
found on the corner of King William 
and Hughson, was not in vain. The 
self-dubbed “seamless set” between 
Grand Theft Bus and The Jimmy 
Swift Band ignited a fire in the ears 
and minds of the audience. The 
energy that these two jam bands 
introduced to me that evening was 
both memorable and _ stimulating. 
However, it is unfortunate to say 
that all too many missed out on such 
an energetic and unique experience. 

As the show 
appropriately dubbed, “seamless” 
is really the only honest description 
one could give it. On tour to 
promote their new album The Birth 


was 50 


of Confusion, Grand Theft Bus was 
the first to take the stage. This 
quartet, made up of a drummer, a 
bassist, and two guitarists, out of 
Fredericton, was quick to set the 
energetic tone for the evening. Their 
sound fused elements of rock and 
reggae, folk and funk with jazz- 
like improvisation. With delicate 
drum and bass grooves, layered 
with funky guitar riffs and melodic 
pluckings, the GTB’s songs flowed 
naturally from one into the next. 

Caught in the euphoric 
current of The Bus’ set, I was almost 
unaware The Jimmy Swift Band 
had joined them onstage. Together, 
feeding off of a  fraternal-like 
chemistry, these two bands jammed 
with an _ indescribable intensity. 
Leaving this intensity in the hands of 
The Jimmy Swift Band, GTB slipped 
off stage just as unnoticed as JSB had 
come on. 

The Jimmy Swift Band was 
impressive in their own right. From 
Halifax, this foursome is fronted 
by guitar and keyboards, backed 
by bass and drums. Similar to 
GTB, JSB’s performance was an 
improvisational mosaic of lengthy 
grooves and funky jams. JSB had 
slightly more of a pop-rock feel to 
their music, a younger sound that 
a virgin audience would find a 
little more approachable than GTB. 
Nevertheless, the musicianship of 
JSB was just as intricate as GTB’s. 

The intertwined performance 
between Grand Theft Bus and The 
Jimmy Swift Band was a musical 
metamorphosis. The sonic fluidity 
and natural charisma of these 
bands’ tandem performances moved 
through the masses and mingled in 
their minds. The bobbing bodies 
and head-nodding of the crowd 
acknowledged this omnipotent 
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musicality. As some danced, other 


just stood and stared, indulging in 
such a rare experience. 

What was most impressive 
about the show that cold Wednesday 


night at the Pepper Jack Cafe was 
the honesty of the musicians. Grand 
Theft Bus and The Jimmy Swift 
Band were no rock stars. Despite the 
pseudo-hippie-subculture-groupies, 
despite the specs and sweaters 
of college students, GTB and JSB 
were simply musicians. They were 
intelligent and sincere performers. 
In both of their particular blends 
of sound they still presented an 
attachment to their music and to 
the crowd. Neither the Bus nor the 
Swift Band overdid it; the show was 
complex yet complete. 

As mentioned, it is 
unfortunate that not everyone got to 
experience this all-too-uncommon 
night of music, Understandingly, 
most of us folks up here at Redeemer 
are unaware and uninformed of 
what's happening in the dirty heart 
of Hamilton. To be honest, I myself 
had no clue who Grand Theft Bus or 
The Jimmy Swift Band were prior to 
the show. However, having been 
exposed to such an astonishing 
experienc, | cannot comprehend 
how I could have possibly not gone. 
Obviously, now that one has been 
introduced to these two bands, 
there is no excuse not to go see their 
electrifying shows. However, my 
lament still brings me to another 
conclusion. 

It is of my opinion that 
we the relegated “Redeemed” of 
Garner Rd. East are far too detached 
from the ins and outs of Steeltown. 
It is deplorable that, although we 
pulse through its concrete veins 
everyday, many of us here do 
not really know or want to know 
Hamilton. What makes it tick 
with taxicabs and termites? What 
makes it scream with sirens and 
steam? Clearly Hamilton is home, 
for many, solely temporarily. Yet, 
should we not weep when we 
come to the realization that we 
have spent four years in a city that 
we never really knew, caught up in 
academics and coffeehouses? I will 
agree that Hamilton is a harlot of a 
city, dirty and derelict. However, in 
its cracks and its crannies there are 
beatific flames of grace, the Pepper 
Jack Cafes of its streets. There are 
still the Grand Theft Buses and The 
Jimmy Swift Bands who ignite the 
cold matches of this city. 


books he favored, Clarke launched 
into an extensive list of why each 
book was wonderful. And amid all 
this, he managed to retain a gentle 
humility and jolly good-humor. 

Clarke is much more than 
just a fun guy, however. He is an 
incredibly talented and intelligent 
man. Students and faculty alike 
were impressed by his adept 
interpretation of Pride and Prejudice 
as a conscious outworking of 
Plato’s Republic and Proverbs 
31. In his undergraduate days, 
he carried an immense copy of 
Paradise Lost everywhere he went 
(from which he learned the iambic 
rhythms that his poetry inhabits). 
And his historical sketches are 
both delightful and disturbing. 

History, to Clarke, is not 
just stories of great men. Just 
as important, he says, are those 
who didn’t make it, those who 
were chewed up in the process of 
life. Two of those casualties were 
Clarke's first cousins, once removed, 
whose execution for murder forms 
the basis of Execution Poems. So 
deep was the trauma caused by 
their crimes that Clarke himself 
was not informed of them until he 
was in his thirties -- decades after 
the fact. By seeking to understand 
why his cousins became murderers, 
Clarke feels that he is healing 
those wounds and contributing 
to society and history. It is what 
he calls “reclaiming the bodies.” 


Many of Clarke’s works deal 
with this reclamation. While 
Beatrice Chancy never existed, 
she is an emblem of an entire 
community decimated by history: 
the Canadian slave. Why do we 
ignore this chapter in Canadian 
history? Why did we allow it 
in the first place? Beatrice says, 
“You took away my freedom and 
gave me religion. I have become a 
devout killer.” By facing up to this 
reality and trying to understand 
it, Clarke begins to reclaim the 
countless bodies lost to slavery. 

While the stories of “Africadian 
experience” are at the heart of 
Clarke’s poetry, he is frustrated by 
the prominence sometimes given 
to his subject matter. Not only is 
he frequently associated with an 
African-American culture instead 
of a Canadian one, but the focus of 
critics has often narrowed in on the 
themes of his work while ignoring 
the form. For Clarke, a useful 
review is one that evaluates (and, 
he would say with a grin, praises) 
the technical elements of his poetry, 
recognizing a beautiful line or the 
subtle uses of language. Indeed, it is 
in these areas that the work shiens. 
Beautiful and haunting, vernacular 
and ornate, full of intertextual 
allusions and carefully borrowed 
forms, it exemplifies the model 
Clarke describes in his own version 
of Proverbs. “Poems must not be 
statues,” he says, “but lightning!” 


Pedro The Lion: Review 


BY MARK VAN NOORD 


Pedro the Lion, consisting 
mainly of David Bazan, is one of my 
favorite bands. Being tormented for 
years by the same old formula-rock 
songs droning on through every 
radio frequency, I have desperately 
searched for something with a little 
quality and originality. I found what 
I was looking for in the music of the 
Christian artist Pedro the Lion. 

Hearing them for the first time 
on college radio, I knew I had found 
something special. With the $20 that 
my mother gave me (she holds to the 
belief that any Christian CD is a CD 
that her son should be listening to) 
I immediately went out and picked 
up a Pedro the Lion CD. 

The music was far from what I 
was used to; it was mesmerizing. 
The songs were slow 
and deliberate, with 
each note precisely 
calculated. Bazan’s 
vocals were dull, with 
little variation, as if 
he were completely 
worn out by a lifetime 
of struggles, yet the 
music and lyrics came 


together beautifully. 
Every song pulled Payid Bazan 
me in with the 


pure honesty of its lyrics and the 
ingeniously simple melodies. Song 
after song of incredible music. I 
couldn't put the album down. Since 
then I have bought three more Pedro 
the Lion albums. After getting each 
one I kept expecting my high hopes 
to be let down (like when I listened 
to the Weezer’s Green album for the 
first time), but each time Pedro put 
out more awesome music than | 
believed could come from one band. 
I like many things about Pedro the 
Lion, but perhaps what I like best is 
the way Bazan openly sings about 
tough issues in a way that few other 
Christian artists do. In the song 
“Secret of an Easy Yoke” Bazan sings 
about an occasion when he goes to 
a church full of loving people yet 
in spite of this he feels resentment 
towards them because he himself is 
going through a darker period in his 
life. In this song he fully describes 
his bitter feelings in a way that 
allows others to identify with the 
situation and possibly gain a more 
insightful look into their own feeling 
in a similar situation. 

Bazan is deeply poetic in his 
lyrics. He has the ability to pull the 
listener into the song to experience 
the deep emotions that flow through 
him. In “Almost There” (on the Whole 
EP) Bazan uses the metaphor of the 
love/hate relationship of a heroin 
addict for his drug as a metaphor 
to represent a search for fulfillment 
in life. There he sings “When I’m 
sleeping it seems that the needle 


is full endlessly...but you keep on 
waking me. I’m almost there...it’s on 
the tip on my tongue...but it never 
goes away...and it never comes to 
stay.” Now that’s inner turmoil! 
Bazan is not afraid to express his 
love for God in his songs and he 
does it with piercing honesty. He 
completely exposes the pain of his 
struggles and the joy he finds in 
Christ. Bazan writes in a sarcasm 
which he uses to effectively bring 
out many negative issues of living 
in this modern Western world. For 
example, one of his albums is called 
The only reason that I feel secure is that 
I am validated by my peers. His lyrics 
force Christians to take a second 
look at their worldviews. 

In 2002 Pedro the Lion released 
Control, their 4" full-length album. 
Control is a very aggressive 


album. It is faster and 
edgier, musically, than 
the others. The lyrics 


differ from the previous 
albums in that they are 
much darker and grittier. 
The general purpose of 
Control seems to be to 
bring out the emptiness 
of life without God. The 
first song on the album 
goes into the thoughts of a man who 
is trying to get up the courage to 
discuss a prenuptial agreement with 
his wife-to-be. The lyrics expose the 
empty “love” of the marriage before 
it even begins. The song ends with “I 
told her I loved her...and she told me 
she loved me... and I mostly believed 
her..and she mostly — believed 
me.” The theme of unhealthy 
relationships continues with three 
songs about adultery. The songs 
give the stories of people looking for 
fulfillment in extra-marital sex but 
coming up short. Consumerism and 
individualism also play a major part 
in the narratives of people looking 
for hope without God. 

This album differs the 
others in that it gives no mention 
of the life that comes from Christ. 
In fact, the last song sums up the 
attitude of the album with a ballad 


, 


from 


of complete hopelessness. Control 
leaves the listener with a longing for 
some direction out of the darkness. 
According to Bazan, that was the 
intended of the album. 
In a recent interview Bazan stated 
that he wrote this album because 
he wanted to set the stage for Pedro 
the Lion’s next release, which will 
be an expression of the redemption 
Christians have in Christ. 

Bazan has continually improved 
on his ability to write music. His 
first album was excellent and the 
music improved from there. Control 
is the pinnacle of Pedro the Lion. I 
encourage anyone looking for more 
in music to pick up this album. 
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February 6, 2003 


Writer’s Block 
Strikes Again 


BY BONNIE SUTHERLAND 


Today I am writing a paper . 
sort of. I have had a case of Brain Block 


The Grown 


ACROSS 


*BACKSIDE® 


SL UZZLE 


ane 2 Mie 
CRM Ae Aas eh: 
MERE WHM ser) 
atanvweoe Aer 
mM ee mh 


for the past few weeks. This means that 1. Inflict 07 
acgmonmyemnce — tSumeen 6) MP 
processed and anything leaving it will be 9. Indian torture 3 
filtered in such a way that all the order 14. Hungry, hungry ah Bde ge moe ae 5 
and reason is left behind. So, what am I to 15. Before 
do? i 37 
So cui: |= oon, POC CCP Ce 
from has no cure and, sadly, not even 17. Willow 41 
the world’s top scientists can understand 18. Bow or score ca en wes ey. kt He a aS 
why it happens. Perhaps they are 19. Flip flops 73 
suffering from it themselves. Here are 20. Natural growth ee a ag GE RE 
the symptoms of this condition: sudden 22. Small island 
and irregularly long naps, uncontrollable 23. Circle segment wan ee Ti. a ee 
eating, strange urges to play round 24. Kournikova 
after round of Dutch Blitz and the 26. Grave crime a ea 51 
pondering of things such as why one’s 30. Peer ee ot de 
snot freezes on frosty winter days and ; qe 57 
why it immediately turns to liquid the 34. Malicious look ee ee See. Ae wae & a8 
moment it is touched by warm air. These 35. One-celled protozoa 
symptoms are not easily overcome. 36. Exploit ek Ge Bg ae eae oe 
Treatment for this disease is 37. From Arabia 
hard to come by. Most students use 38. Pilot sim. a eee Ee gag co Ree ape hie Re oe 
coffee, although it is not as effective as 39. Stigma 
it seems. Coffee seems to open up the AO. Bite (C) 2002 Collegiate Presswire Features Syndicate 
way to the brain 80 that inspired ideas 41. Not right http://www.cpwire.com 
may flow in and ingenious writing may 42. Chocolate source 
spill out. Unfortunately coffee, being a 43. Small falcon 
dru akes you believ thing whe : 
gm you believe one g n 
something else is actually happening. 45. Bumpkins 
That is why many “inspired” papers are 46. Vino ‘ 
found not to be worth more than the dust 47. Unagi 
covering our computer monitors. Coffee 48. Skylit rooms 
produces the feeling that one is writing 51. Beatles’ “wood” 12. Guard prefix 
a great paper, but in fact it disintegrates 57. Woodland 13. Attention getter 
the part of the brain that gives order to 58. Sin 21.Dotoa ia Check out 
as penenty Ae Meh sighs! ngewe 59. Atherton college 25. Beaks Th C 
, my conclusion is that coffee does 
not help in the battle for our brains but 60..Dae lengua eee e rown 
only urges the enemy on. I am sorry to 61. OVEN TOOWet ; ats Creepy O li f 
dispel the myth that coffee is our friend, 62. Daddy Warbucks’ girl 28. Dancer jumps n ine or the 
but scientific writings need to bring such oe = OF st , = ahs tat ] ti 
things into the open. . Grass Implan . Accumulate 
There are other ways of 65. Bird homes 31. Prevention measure SOLUTIONS 
temporarily fending off Brain Block. For 32. Typical 
example, running about in the snow DOWN 33. Spanish currency 
sans boots and socks may help, but the 35. Nimbleness 
frostbite will eventually take over and 4. Horse command 38. Prayer’s end 
all brain cells will be devoted to the care 2. Computer architecture 39. Hard wood 
of your frozen members. I have known 
’ ¥ 3. Record company < 41. Theseus thread-giver 
people to chew on ice, to run around the : r a2 lis?” act 
dorm shouting “GIVE ME MY BRAIN 4. Copycat . 1 42. “What you takin’ about, Willis?" actor 
BACK!” and to watch countless episodes 5. Seoul inhabitants 44. Dusky 
of ER hoping it will somehow make 6. Eye 45. Evergreen 
them as smart as real doctors. All these 7. Three 47. Did #58 Across 
attempts fail at one time or another and 8. Adolescents 48. Hole-makers 53. Heredity unit 
leave us poor students where we started: 9. Mock orange 49, Tall evergreen 54. Hotels 
in front of the computer staring blankly. 10. Salad or Roman 50. New Zealand tree 55. Dismount 
And so we arrive to the ultimate 11. Lipinski jump 52. Sandwich cookie 56. Denials 


struggle. No coffee, no brilliant ideas, no 
cure. How can we as students overcome 
this burden? Amidst this mindless fuzz 
jhow do we break free and show our 
inner genius? How can we take our 
education by the reigns and win that 
proverbial Woodbine trophy? The answer 
my friends, is in the hands of God. 
Now, I shall go write my paper. 


NOTABLE 


QUOTABLES 


“THE BIBLE SHOULD HAVE COLES NOTES.” 


Course Evaluation Conspiracy © 


the ten additional comments that Redeemer will not let you see 


BY COLIN DERAAF 


Instant amnesia walking into this class. I swear you breathe sleeping 


gas. 


—-KAELIN HEATH 
REFERRING TO HER HIGHSCHOOL REUNION: “NO, I Not only is the book a better teacher, it also has a better personality. 
DON’T ACTUALLY WANT TO SEE THEM, I JUST WANT 
TO SHOW THEM UP AND THEN LEAVE.” 
-DONNA DYKSTRA 


Teaches well, invites questions and then insults us for 20 minutes. 


“WHEN IN DOUBT. LIE.” -DIRK SCHOUTEN Not a very nice Professor. I'd even go so far as to say you're frightening. 


“EVERY NIGHT BEFORE I GO TO BED I FLASH CHRIS 
POT.” -NIKKI GERRITS, REFERRING TO THE USE OF 
HER FLASHLIGHT. 


Very good course, because I only went to one class. 


You destroy us like an academic ninja. 


“FOR MEDICINAL PURPOSES ONLY...COUGH, 
COUGH.” -DR. LONEY DISCUSSING THE USES OF 
ALCOHOL. 


“J HAVE A DAUGHTER WHO’S VERY GOOD AT 
CHEMISTRY ... SHE’S A GREAT TRIAL TO ME.” 
~DR. LONEY 


“NOTHING SAYS ‘I LOVE YOU’ LIKE BIGAMY.” -HEIDI 
ELLENS WHILE WATCHING JANE EYRE 


PROVIDE COMIC RELIEF AND A VENUE YOR HEAL THY HUMOUR. IT IS NEVER THE IN TENTION TO OFFEND ANY OF OUR 


THE FOCUS OF THE BACKSIDE 15 TO 
§ PIECES OR QUOTES THAT YOU CONSIDER APPROPRIATE 


READERS, PLEASE HELP US BY CONTRIBUTING HUMOUR 


